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WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) Service 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Every other Sunday, 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.

Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 a.m. and we should not arrive late. When we do arrive late and the Epistle
or Gospel is being read or the priest is preaching the sermon or the Great Entrance is taking place, please REMAIN in the Vestibule until it is finished before entering the Church. At the end of the Divine Liturgy please
keep your conversation until the “Coffee Hour”. We should leave the Church in silence.

Important Notice: The reception of Holy Communion is limited to Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and recent Confession. Confessions are heard on Sunday mornings during the Matins
Service or by special appointment. The Eucharistic Fast begins at midnight on Saturday and ends up with the
receiving of Holy Communion. If you are on medication or a young child, you can have a light breakfast before
coming to church. If you have any questions, please call Fr. Leonard.

Our faithful are reminded that as you leave the sanctuary, to do so reverently and quietly. Properly, one should
approach the celebrant to receive his blessings, kiss the cross, depart and then greet neighbors and friends at fellowship hour. We must never lose reverence for our church sanctuary as the house of God simply because services
have ended. Also, please take the Sunday bulletins with you or return them to the Vestry Committee rather than
leaving them in the pews or bookracks. Also, out of respect to your fellow parishioners and to God, please turn off
all electronic devices such as cell phones before entering the church so as to not interrupt the solemnity of our
prayers.

Thank you,
+ Father Leonard
Church Office Hours: If you would like to meet with the Pastor, please call the office to set up an appointment.
Office hours are Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Prayer Requests and Bulletin News: All prayer requests and articles for the weekly
bulletin must be submitted each week by Noon, Tuesday: emailed to Fr. Leonard at
fatherfaris@comcast.net or call 978-452-4816, otherwise, the requests and articles will
be published the following week.

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 8
From the heights Thou didst descend, O Compassionate One, and Thou didst
submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou
art our Life and our resurrection: O Lord, glory to thee!
Entrance Hymn
Ha-lum-mu li-nas-jud, wa-nar-ka’ lil-ma-sih, khal-lis-na ya bna l-lah, ya
man qa-ma min bal-nil-am-wat, li-nu-rat-til la-ka, Hal-li-lu-ia
Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 8 (repeated)
Troparion of the Dormition, Tone 1
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and
in thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for living thou wast
translated, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions,
deliver our souls from death.
Troparion of St. George, Tone 4
As deliver of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirmed,
champion of kings, victorious great martyr George, intercede with Christ our
God, for our souls’ salvation.
Kontakion of the Dormition, Tone 2
Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, who is never
rejected, neither tomb nor death could control. But being the Mother of Life,
He Who dwelt in her ever-Virgin womb did translate her to life.

Epistle: Corinithians 3:9-17
Make vows to the Lord thy God and perform them. In Judah God is known; His Name is great in
Israel.
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians
Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According to
the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is
building upon it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can
anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay or straw, each man’s work will become manifest; for
the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of
work each one has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will
receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be
saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is holy,
and you are that temple.

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34
The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew
At that time, Jesus made the Disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other
side, while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the
mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the Disciples’ boat by
this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against
them. And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But when the
Disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried
out for fear. But immediately He spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And
Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is Thee, bid me come to Thee on the water.” He said, “Come.” So
Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind,
he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out
His hand and caught him, saying to him, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly,
Thou art the Son of God.” And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.

Prayers are being offered for the
Health and Safety of:
Nora Abdelahad
Connie Abodeely
Ed & Lillian Betor
Boshar Family
David and Cindy Boragine
Ida Boragine
Jacque and Camilla Cloutier and
Family
George Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Elias Grivas
Nicholas, Veronique, Annabelle
& Chloe Groff
Duayne Habib
Rosalind Hajjar & Family
Elaine Hamwey
Mary Howie
Dorothea Husson
Lloyd Jennings
Joe Kadir
Fr. Stephen, and Family
Rose Lowe
Nick Manolis
Marcotte Family
Thomas Marcotte
George Matook
Denise Ouijami
Paul & Lillian Panagopoulos
Tommy Quinn
Freda Sadak & Family
Amad Tayebi
Jack Trottier
Dr. Vartan & Lisa
Yeghiazarians & Family
Genia Yeghiazarians
Christian Yianopoulos
Mary Ann Zaharias
Nahil Zananiri

Prayers are being offered in Memory of:
Charles Abdelahad
George Abodeely
Miriam Abodeely
Mazen Alwarad
Toula Anasoulis
Andrew Ansara
Elias Ansara
John Ansara
Maurice Ansara
Gladys Assaly
Linda Assaly
Jacob Awad
Juliette Bahou
Laurice Bahou
Widad Batten
James “Jimmy” Beaudry
Mary Bogosian
Dorothy Boragine
Sal Boragine
John Boshar
Cleopatra Bouras
Sofie & Paul Brown
Toma Calache
Dr. Christos Daoulas
Fred Ead
Frances Ellis
Frank Ellis
George Faris
Mary T. Faris
Connie Fumia
Elizabeth & Joseph
Ghareeb

John & Irene Gkolias
George P. Habib
Philip Hajjar
Eleanor Husson
N. Mary Husson
Terry Husson Kadir
Emtisal & Musalam Kazmeh
Siham Khadij
George Lowe
Jack Mahoney
Efthymios & Paraskevi Manolis
Elsie Faris Mansor
Nafie Moses
Frederick & Matilda Noonan
Hanna Saad
Mary Saati
George W. & Mary Saba
Badwi Sabbouh
Veto & Vasiliki Selvagio
Eleanor Shalhoup
Judy Skaff
Mildred & Arthur Skaff
Minnie Skaff
Nellie Husson Skaff
Ricky Skaff
Stephen Skaff
T. Michael Skaff
George B. Stewart
Elaine Viera
Tony Yacoub
Leon Yeghiazarians
Charles Zaharias

MAY THEIR MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!!

MEMORIAL SERVICE
NEXT SUNDAY - August 28th
A 15 Year Memorial Service and a 6 Year Memorial Service
will be offered for the repose of the souls of the Servants of God,
George and Elsie Faris, parents of Fr. Leonard, requested by Fr.
Leonard, Michael & AnneMarie Faris, and Paul & Brad
Brooks and their grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
May their memories be eternal!

FOLK FESTIVAL
FOOD SALES:

$21,928.00

DONATIONS:

$7,470.00

TOTAL INCOME:

$29,398.00

EXPENSES:

$6,933.00

NET PROFIT:

$22,465.00

COMING SOON
Let’s Party
MARK YOUR CALENDAR ! ! ! !
FUN EVENING, MUSIC, RAFFLE,
ANNUAL Raffle / Cocktail party
Friday, September 16, 2016
Andover Country Club
7:00 pm to 11:00 pm
$65/ticket
If you need additional tickets please feel free to contact
Hilda at 978-328-7582.
Please mail all ticket returns and checks to Hilda no later than
September 4th or you can see her in church every Sunday.

CHOIR REHEARSAL
The choir will rehearse Sundays, immediately following Liturgy, for 20-30 minutes each week. We ask that all choir
members return to the choir, for rehearsal, with Joe and/or
Mindy, after receiving a blessing from Fr. Leonard at the end of
the services.

WHY DOES OUR DIVINE LITURGY LAST MORE THAN AN HOUR?
We call the drive time to and from work "rush hour", but it can seem much longer. We call
social time with friends after the work day a "happy hour", yet it feels much shorter when
we are having a good time. A college class, a grueling workout at the gym, a kids' basketball or soccer game, all can last about an hour, though the quality can affect if that hour
feels swift or tedious. Most recipes for lasagna call for an hour in the oven, painfully interminable if you are really hungry.
A TV cop show takes an hour. A session with a mental health therapist lasts for an
hour. And, of course, most Orthodox in the United States usually plan on an hour
for Sunday Liturgy. Sure, it's not always the case. Special Liturgies, such as Easter, Christmas or even a Sunday with a Memorial Service at the end can take more than one hour.
That leads me to wonder: Why does Liturgy have to last at least one hour?
For some people, this is far too time-consuming. I'm sure it did for Teenagers sitting near
the aisle last Sunday morning. Their body language made it exceedingly clear that the
end could not come fast enough. I'm sure others, of all ages, find themselves thinking the
same way. To them, The Divine Liturgy is insipid and mind-numbing; the prayers, hymns
and homilies strike them as painfully uninspiring, irrelevant, repetitive.
Wait. Perhaps you have the wrong idea. Allow me to ask that question again, in the way I
actually meant: Why does the Sunday Divine Liturgy have to last over an hour? The Orthodox Church calls The Divine Liturgy, "The source and summit of the Christian life." As
such, it should be the holiest hour of the 168 we receive each week. We should hunger for
that hour, maybe even to the point of celebrating the Divine Liturgy during the week.
The average American watches more than five hours of TV every day. More than 18 million people spent an average of $84 a piece to watch an N FL game live in 2015, games
that last three hours or more. The average American gamer spends more than six hours a

week playing video games. People in the United States- which has been called
"the fattest country in the world"- even spend more time weekly exercising (two
hours a week) than Faithful Orthodox do at the most important activity in their
lives, The Divine Liturgy".
"IF IT'S IMPORTANT, YOU'LL FIND A WAY," millionaire Ryan Blair once
said. "IF IT'S NOT, YOU'LL FIND AN EXCUSE."
But Jesus is the same. The Real Presence is always there. The Faith is unchanging,
ubiquitous in every church, at every Liturgy. Sadly, a fact of modern Orthodox
Life is that not every person knows their Faith, understands their Faith, or practices
their Faith.
Yet again I ask: Why does the Divine Liturgy have to last more than one
hour? For a variety of reasons, the Orthodox who attend Liturgy consider it important: they found a way to be there. The Church thus has a somewhat captive
audience, most of whom will never attend a Bible Class, a Prayer group or Adult
Education Class. Thus the Church must capitalize on the face-time opportunity to
catechize and evangelize during the Celebration of The Divine Liturgy.
As we enter the Fall, I encourage all our parishioners to make time for the Lord by
participating in the Divine Liturgy every Sunday and receiving the Sacraments of
Confession and Holy Communion as often as they can. Parents bring your children
to Sunday School every other Sunday so that they can learn the Orthodox
Faith. This is YOUR SOLEMN RESPONSIBILITY!!!
Looking forward to seeing you all in church every Sunday, I remain, Yours in
Christ,
+Fr. Leonard
(parts of the article were written by Mike Eisenbath)

Special thanks to all our parishioners, family and friends who made a monetary donation to defray
the cost of the Folk Festival Expenses.
Total donations received: $7,470.00
Adam & Nancy Aiken
Alan Hamwey
Amad & Alex Tayebi
Andrew Saati
Azar Louh
Carol Whelan
Chakeep & Laurence Skaff
Charles & Nora Abdelahad Chris Louh
Chris & Stephanie Selvaggio Connie Abodeely
David Elias
Debbie Koravos
Donna McGarry
Dorothea Husson
Elias & Joan Dikmak
Ellen Andre
Fr. Leonard Faris
Frank & Cathy Nackel
Fred & Gwen Noonan
Fred Bahou Jr.
Gary & Tina Aswad
George Skaff
H. John & Clemence Maria
Joanne Doulames
Kerri Noonan Steele
Ladies Society-St. George
Lila & Marty Lorrey
Lisa Ansara
Lynne Wade
Michael Saati
Nour Corp. DBA-Elias & Ines Saad
Nick & Voula Manoulis
Rhonda Z. Murray
Ron Tayebi
Roseanne Galvin
Salvador Fumia
Spiro Saati
Yohannes Merid
APPROXIMATE net profit: $22,000.00-A summary and expense report will be in the bulletin next
week.
Hilda Zananiri
A VERY SPECIAL “THANK YOU” TO THE FOLLOWING:
Voula Manolis and Joanne Doulames for donating and decorating the Tomb for the Blessed Virgin
Mary.
Thank You Nick & Voula Manolis for donating the chicken for the Folk Festival.
And a “Thank You” to the following who donated toward the flowers adorning our church for the
Feast of the Falling Asleep and Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary:
Fr. Leonard Faris
Kristen Hopkinson
Joe and Joanne Husson
Phyllis and Nel Arsenault

Sharkey Skaff
Amad and Alexa Tayebi
Kerri Noonan Steele
Evelyn Mansour

May Our Blessed Mother fill their hearts with joy and gladness and may She always intercede on
their behalf.

