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WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) Service 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Every other Sunday, 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.

Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 a.m. and we should not arrive late. When we do arrive late and the Epistle
or Gospel is being read or the priest is preaching the sermon or the Great Entrance is taking place, please REMAIN
in the Vestibule until it is finished before entering the Church. At the end of the Divine Liturgy please keep your
conversation until the “Coffee Hour”. We should leave the Church in silence.

Important Notice: The reception of Holy Communion is limited to Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting and recent Confession. Confessions are heard on Sunday mornings during the Matins Service or by special appointment. The Eucharistic Fast begins at midnight on Saturday and ends up with the receiving of Holy Communion. If you are on medication or a young child, you can have a light breakfast before coming
to church. If you have any questions, please call Fr. Leonard.
Our faithful are reminded that as you leave the sanctuary, to do so reverently and quietly. Properly, one should
approach the celebrant to receive his blessings, kiss the cross, depart and then greet neighbors and friends at fellowship hour. We must never lose reverence for our church sanctuary as the house of God simply because services
have ended. Also, please take the Sunday bulletins with you or return them to the Vestry Committee rather than
leaving them in the pews or bookracks. Also, out of respect to your fellow parishioners and to God, please turn off
all electronic devices such as cell phones before entering the church so as to not interrupt the solemnity of our
prayers.

Thank you,
+ Father Leonard
Church Office Hours: If you would like to meet with the Pastor, please call the office to set up an appointment.
Office hours are Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Prayer Requests and Bulletin News: All prayer requests and articles for the weekly
bulletin must be submitted each week by Noon, Tuesday: emailed to Fr. Leonard at
fatherfaris@comcast.net or call 978-452-4816, otherwise, the requests and articles will
be published the following week.

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 7
Thou didst shatter death by thy Cross; Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou
didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy, and didst bid Thine
Apostles proclaim a warning that Thou hast risen, O Christ, granting to the world
great mercy.
Entrance Hymn
Ha-lum-mu li-nas-jud, wa-nar-ka’ lil-ma-sih, khal-lis-na ya bna l-lah, ya man
qa-ma min bal-nil-am-wat, li-nu-rat-til la-ka, Hal-li-lu-ia
Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 7 (repeated)
Troparion of St. Barbara, Tone 4
Let us honor the all-revered Saint Barbara; for she demolished the gins of the
adversary, and escaped from them like a sparrow by the help and weapon of the
Cross.
Troparion of St. John of Damascus, Tone 3
Ye faithful, come let us honor with songs of praise the comely sounding and sweetspoken nightingale, who doth adorn and captivate the Church of Christ with his
sweet songs: John, the all-wise Damascene, let us honor resplendently, the divine
and eloquent, and the chief of hymnography hers; who verily was filled to the
utmost with every divine and earthly wisdom.
Troparion of St. George, Tone 4
As deliver of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirmed, champion
of kings, victorious great martyr George, intercede with Christ our God, for our
souls’ salvation.
Kontakion of the Preparation of Christ’s Nativity, Tone 3
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable
manner to the Word Who is before all the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe,
when thou hearest it heralded: Glorify Him, with the angels and the shepherds,
Who chose to be seen as a new-born babe, the God Who is before all the ages.

Epistle: Galatians 3:23-4:55

God is wondrous in His saints. Bless God in the congregations.
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians
Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the Law, kept under
restraint until faith should be revealed. So that the Law was our custodian until Christ
came, that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer
under a custodian; for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
promise. I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is
the owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by the
father. So with us; when we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the
universe. But when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, to redeem those who
were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And
there was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over
and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to
her, “Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands upon her, and
immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue,
indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six
days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the
Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite! Does not each of you on the
Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed
from this bond on the Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were put to
shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him.

Prayers are being offered for
the Health and Safety of:
Nora Abdelahad
Connie Abodeely
Patti Aiken
Yvette Ansara
Ed & Lillian Betor
David and Cindy Boragine
Ida Boragine
George Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Elias Grivas
Nicholas, Veronique, Annabelle
& Chloe Groff
Duayne Habib
Rosalind Hajjar & Family
Mary Howie
Lloyd Jennings
Joe Kadir
Fr. Stephen, and Family
Rose Lowe
Marcotte Family
Thomas Marcotte
Paul & Lillian Panagopoulos
Freda Sadak & Family
Fred Simon
Amad Tayebi
Jack Trottier
George Tsekrekas
Dr. Vartan & Lisa
Yeghiazarians & Family
Genia Yeghiazarians
Christian Yianopoulos
Nahil Zananiri

Prayers are being offered in Memory of:

Charles Abdelahad
George Abodeely
Miriam Abodeely
Mazen Alwarad
Toula Anasoulis
Andrew Ansara
Elias Ansara
John Ansara
Maurice Ansara
Gladys Assaly
Linda Assaly
Jacob Awad
Juliette Bahou
Laurice Bahou
Widad Batten
James “Jimmy” Beaudry
Mary Bogosian
Dorothy Boragine
Sal Boragine
Cleopatra Bouras
Sofie & Paul Brown
Toma Calache
Dr. Christos Daoulas
Fred Ead
Frances Ellis
Frank Ellis
George & Elsie Faris
Mary T. Faris
Connie Fumia
Elizabeth & Joseph
Ghareeb
John & Irene Gkolias
George P. Habib

Philip Hajjar
Sadie Halim
Eleanor Husson
N. Mary Husson
Terry Husson Kadir
Emtisal & Musalam Kazmeh
Siham Khadij
George Lowe
Efthymios & Paraskevi Manolis
Elsie Faris Mansor
Nafie Moses
Frederick & Matilda Noonan
Anisse Saad
Hanna Saad
Mary Saati
George W. & Mary Saba
Badwi Sabbouh
Veto & Vasiliki Selvagio
Eleanor Shalhoup
Judy Skaff
Mildred & Arthur Skaff
Minnie Skaff
Nellie Husson Skaff
Ricky Skaff
Stephen Skaff
T. Michael Skaff
Elaine Viera
Joseph Vitello
Tony Yacoub
Leon Yeghiazarians
Charles Zaharias
Mary Ann Zaharias
Mahfouz Zananari

MAY THEIR MEMORIES BE ETERNAL!!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SALVATION ARMY RADIOTHON
On Saturday, December 10th, the Annual Salvation Army radiothon will take
place with our own Fred Simon chairing this year, again, with the hopes of raising
$150,000. for the Needy here in Lowell and its surroundings. Listen to WCAP on
the radio and if you can help with a donation, that would be great! Remember
what Christ said: “What you do to these the least of my brethren, you do to
Me” (Matthew, 25). As we approach the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, let us remember those less fortunate then we are.

DUES
As we are closing in on the end of 2016, I wanted to send a reminder to those who
have not fully paid their pledges. To get the full tax benefit, please have your donation made no later than December 11th.
For those who have not committed a pledge but would still like to submit a donation please send a check via mail to the address below or place it in the basket
when you enter the church.
St. George Church Attn: Treasurer 44 Bowers Street

Lowell, MA 01854

To better communicate and manage questions I have created a mailbox. Please
feel free to ask questions, provide feedback or submit requests by email
at stgeorgeTreasurerlowell@gmail.com
Thank you
Mack Lou

NATIVITY FAST
This fast is divided into two periods:
The first period is November 15th through December 19th, when the traditional
fasting discipline (no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil) is observed on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, but with allowance for fish, wine, and oil on
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday.
The second period is December 20th to 24th, when the traditional fasting discipline (no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil) is observed Monday through
Friday, but with allowance for wine and oil on Saturday and Sunday.
Please note that what is given here is the traditional discipline of the fast. You
may have to adopt these rules to your situation. However, everyone should adopt
some regimen of fasting in preparation for the great feast of the Nativity of Christ.

Sunday

Wednesday

12/11

12/14

COMING UP
After Liturgy Sunday School Christmas Party
with Santa
After Liturgy

Ladies Bake Sale

2:30pm

Holiday Pops Concert, Lowell Memorial
Auditorium

6:30pm Parish Council Meeting in
Church hall

