
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 
61 Bowers Street, Lowell, MA  01854 

Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Leonard Faris - Pastor  - Email:  fatherfaris@comcast.net 

Phone:  (978) 452-4816   Fax:  (978) 452-6041 
Church Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Web page:  www.saintgeorgelowell.org  INSTAGRAM:  stgeorgelowell  

FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/saintgeorgelowell 

EGIVING:  https://www.myegiving.com/app/giving/St9999948 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday:  Matins (Orthros) Service  9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. and we should not arrive late 

Sunday School: Every other Sunday, 9:30  a.m. to 10:15 a.m.  
 

Prayer Requests and Bulletin News:   All prayer requests and articles for the weekly bulletin must be submitted each week by 

Noon, Monday: emailed to Fr. Leonard at fatherfaris@comcast.net call 978-452-4816,  
otherwise, the requests and articles will be published the following week. 

His Eminence, Metropolitan SABA,  
Archbishop of New York and  

Metropolitan of all North America  

His Grace Bishop JOHN,  
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of  

Worcester and New England  

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of  

The Fourth Ecumenical Council 

July 14, 2024 



Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 2 
When Thou didst submit Thy-self unto death, O Thou Deathless and Immortal One, then Thou 

didst destroy Hell with Thy Godly power; and when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the 
earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ Thou Giver of Life, glory to Thee! 

 
Entrance Hymn  

Ha-lum-mu lu-li-nas-judu, wal-nar-ka’ lil-ma-sih, malikana wa eelaheena, khal-lis-na ya bna 

l-lah, ya man qa-ma min by-nil-am-wat, li-nu-rat-til la-ka, Hal-li-lu-ia 
 

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 2 (repeated) 

 
Troparion of the Holy Fathers, Tone 8 

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy Fathers  

as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith,  
O most merciful One, glory to Thee. 

 
Troparion of St. George, Tone 4 

As deliver of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirmed, champion of kings, 

victorious great martyr George, intercede with Christ our God, for our souls’ salvation. 
 

Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays, Tone 2 

O Undisputed Intercessor of Christians, the Mediatrix who is unrejected by the Creator.  Turn not 
away from the voice of our petitions, although we be sinners.  Come to us, in time, with aid as we cry 

unto thee in faith, for thou art good.  Hasten to us with intercessions, O Theotokos, who didst ever 

intercede for those who honor thee. 

THE EPISTLE 

Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O ye righteous. 
Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven! 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15) 

Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things I desire you to affirm confidently, 
that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of how to preside in honorable occupations. 

These things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, and genealogies, and conten-
tions, and controversies about the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain. A man who is a heretic after 
the first and second admonition reject, knowing that such a one is subverted, and sins, being self-

condemned. When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicós, give diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for I 
have determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, 
that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our people also learn how to preside in honorable occupa-

tions, so as to help in cases of urgent need, that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute 
you. Salute those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 



THE GOSPEL 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (5:14-19) 
The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. 

Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
Who is in heaven. Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not 
a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does 

them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

MEMORIAL -  Next Sunday, July 21st 

 

A 40 Day Memorial Service will be offered for the repose of the soul of the  

Handmaid of God Lillian (Ghareeb) Panagopoulos requested by her children, 

grandchildren and great grandchildren.  May Lillian’s memory be eternal. 

 

A One Year Memorial Service will be offered for the repose of the soul of the Servant of 

God Lionel Arsenault requested by his family and a Memorial Service for the repose of the 

soul of the Handmaid of God Millie Skaff requested by her family.  May their memories be 

eternal. 



FOLK FESTIVAL DONATION REQUEST 

 
As in prior years, we will participate in the Lowell Folk Festival which is scheduled for July 26-28, 
2024.  The Folk Festival is great way to exhibit our ethnic pride by selling our natural homemade eth-

nic food to the Lowell community.  The Folk Festival is St. George’s biggest fundraiser each year.  
 

This year’s Folk Festival expenses are approximately $15,000. We welcome all donations from our  
parishioners and friends to defray these expenses. Our goal is to defray all expenses and make this a 
very successful event with a huge profit.  Please help us to achieve this goal.  If you would like to donate 

this year, please make your check payable to St. George Church.  We appreciate your support and  
dedication.  

Prayers are being offered for  the  

Health and Safety of: 

Nora Abdelahad 

ANSARA:  Lorice, Yvette 

BORAGINE:  David & Cindy, Ida 
Bob Gendron 

Athanasia Grivas 
Ray Mansour 

Clemence Maria 

Doha and Salim Mitri 
Gwen Noonan 

Helen Poulos 
Tom Saad 

Laurence Skaff 

Amad & Alexa Tayebi 
Nancy Husson Tafe 

Dr. Vartan & Lisa Yeghiazarians  & 
 Family 

Genia Yeghiazarians 

Prayers are being offered  in Memory of: 

Charles Abdelahad 
ABODEELY:  Connie & George 

Najib Abi Aad 
Adam Aiken 
ANSARA: Andrew, Elias  
 John, Maurice, Michael 

ARSENAULT: Phyllis, Lionel 
ASSALY: Gladys, Linda 
BAHOU:  Juliette, Laurice, Siham 
Widad Batten 
BEAUDRY: 

 Barbara, James “Jimmy” 
Lillian & Edward Betor 
BORAGINE: Dorothy, Sal 
Cleopatra Bouras 
FARIS:  George & Elsie, 

 Mary T., Mary V. 
GHAREEB:  Elizabeth & Joseph 
Elias Grivas 
George P. Habib 

HADDAD:  Emile & Teffaha 
HAJJAR:  Philip & Rosalind 
Elias Hanna 
HUSSON:  Dorothea, Eleanor, 
 Joanne, Robert, N. Mary 

KADIR:  Joe & Terry Husson 
Salim Khabazeh 

LAKKIS:  Gerges, Michel 
LOUH:  Amanda, Nuha Shahin 

LOWE: George & Rose 
MANOLIS:   

 Efthymios & Paraskevi 
Robert Maria 
George Matook 
Maurice Matte 

Denise McCrady 
Elias Nabbout 
Fred Noonan 
NOONAN:  Frederick & Matilda  
PANAGOPOULOS: 

 Paul & Lillian 
SAAD:  Anisse, Hanna 
Mary Saati 
SABA:  George W. & Mary 
Badawi Sabbouh 

Eleanor Shalhoup 
Fred Simon 
SKAFF:  Chakeep,  Judy,  
 George M., Mildred,  

 Arthur, Minnie,  
 Nellie, Ricky, Stephen,  
 T. Michael 
J. B. Taleb 
Elaine Vieira 

Leon Yeghiazarians 
ZAHARIAS:   

 Mary Ann & Charles 
ZANANIRI: Hilda, Nahil 



The Fourth Ecumenical Council took place in Chalcedon in 451 AD, and is also known as the Council of  

Chalcedon. It ruled that Jesus Christ is "in two natures" in opposition to the doctrine of Monophysitism.  

The council also issued canons dealing mainly with the organization of the Church. The respective acceptance and  

rejection of this council led to the break between the Chalcedonian Orthodox (the "Eastern Orthodox Church") and the 

Non-Chalcedonians.  In AD 449, between the third and fourth Councils, another council was held in which St. Cyril's 

successor, Dioscorus of Alexandria, "insisted that there is in Christ only one nature (physis)". It is a position commonly 

called Monophysite, and it states that the Savior "is from two natures, but after His Incarnation there is only 'one  

incarnate nature of God the Word'." St. Cyril himself had used those words, but Dioscorus omitted many of the  

balancing statements that St. Cyril had made. And so, only two years later, Emperor Marcian called a new gathering 

of bishops to decide the matter. This gathering, in AD 451 is what is considered the fourth great Council. 

Concerning Christ's nature and personhood, the Council rejected Dioscorus' position, and proclaimed that: 

...while Christ is a single, undivided person, He is not only from two natures but in two natures. The bishops  acclaimed 
the Tome of St. Leo the Great, Pope of Rome (died 461), in which the distinction between the two  natures is clearly  
stated, although the unity of Christ's person is also emphasized. In their proclamation of faith they stated their belief in 
'one and the same son, perfect in Godhead and perfect in humanity, truly God and truly human... acknowledged in two 
natures unconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the  difference between the natures is in no way  
removed because of the union, but rather the peculiar property of each nature is preserved, and both combine in one 
person and in one hypostasis. 
This definition, where the distinction between Christ's two natures and the unity of His personhood are both  

emphasized, was aimed not only at the Monophysites, but also the followers of Nestorius. 

Concerning the visible organization of the Church, Canon 28 confirmed Canon 3 of the Second Council and affirmed 

the assignment of Constantinople, or New Rome, as equal in honor with the 'old' Rome. This was a blow to the  

Alexandrians and their desire to "rule supreme" in the east. Leo of Rome rejected this canon, but the east has always 

recognized its validity. The Council also freed Jerusalem from the jurisdiction of Caesarea and gave it the fifth place in 

honor, thus creating what is known by the Orthodox as the 'Pentarchy'. This Pentarchy  
settled the order of precedence. In order of rank: 

1. Rome & Constantinople 

2. Alexandria 

3. Antioch 

4. Jerusalem 

All five sees claimed Apostolic foundation. The first four were the most important cities in the empire, and Jerusalem 

was added because it is where Christ suffered and rose from the dead. Also, it was during this council that the bishops in 

each city received the title "Patriarch." The Patriarchates then divided the whole of the known world into spheres of 

jurisdiction, except for Cyprus, which had been granted independence by the third Council and remains self-

governing to this day. 

There are two misunderstandings of this Pentarchy that must be avoided: 

• the system of patriarchs and metropolitans is based on ecclesiastical structure 

• the Bishop of Rome (Pope) has supremacy over the other bishops 

Regarding the first misunderstanding, the Orthodox do not view the Church from the standpoint of ecclesiastical order, 

but from the perspective of divine right. They see all bishops as essentially equal, regardless of the prominence of the 

city which they oversee. They are all divinely appointed teachers of the faith, they all share in Apostolic succession 

and they all have sacramental powers. If a dispute arises, it is not enough for any one bishop to express his opinion; all 

diocesan bishops have the right to attend a general council, express their opinion and cast a vote. The system of the 

Pentarchy does not impair the essential quality of each bishop nor does it strip the local community of the significance 

Ignatius assigned it.  Regarding the second misunderstanding, the Orthodox do not accept the doctrine of Papal  

authority as established in 1870 by the Vatican Council and taught in the Roman Catholic Church today. Where the  

Orthodox see Rome going wrong is when they turned the 'primacy in love' (as St. Ignatius called it) into a place of su-

premacy of external jurisdiction and power. 'Primacy in love' does not overthrow the essential equality of all bishops. 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Chalcedon
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Monophysitism
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Canon
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Third_Ecumenical_Council
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Cyril_of_Alexandria
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Dioscorus_of_Alexandria
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Monophysitism
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Cyril_of_Alexandria
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Cyril_of_Alexandria
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Marcian
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Bishop
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Leo_the_Great
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Pope
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Nestorianism
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Second_Ecumenical_Council
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Jurisdiction
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Caesarea
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Pentarchy
https://orthodoxwiki.org/See
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Apostles


We are reminded that during 

this Fast period, August 1 
through August 15, to Fast as 
much as possible and to attend 

the beautiful Paraclesis Services  
honoring Our Blessed Mother.   

 
Those who would like to donate  
toward the flowers to decorate the 

church and tomb of the Virgin 
Mary, will be accepted by  

Fr. Leonard anytime prior to August 11th.   

 
I encourage all our parishioners and 
friends to attend this beautiful  

Service honoring Our Most Holy 
Lady, the Theotokos Mary on Her 

greatest Feast day. 
 

Confessions will be held before and after  

evening Services.  Please 
make every effort to come 
and participate in these 

beautiful Services and ask 

Our Blessed Mother to bless 
us and keep us safe during 

these difficult times. 

AUGUST IS THE MONTH OF THE THEOTOKOS 

AS WE  PREPARE TO CELEBRATE HER  
GREATEST FEAST, HER FALLING-ASLEEP AND   

ASSUMPTION INTO HEAVEN 

 
Beginning Thursday, August 1, we begin the Fast of 

the  Dormition in preparation of the Great Feast of 
the  Falling Asleep and Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on August 15.  We are asked by the 

church to fast as much as possible and to attend the 
beautiful Paraclesis Services that will be celebrated 
here at St. George on  

 

Thursday August 1 7:00 pm 

Friday August 2 7:00 pm 

Monday August 5 7:00 pm  

Wednesday August 7 7:00 pm 

Friday August 9 7:00 pm 

Monday August 12 7:00 pm  

Wednesday August 14 7:00 pm 

 Great Vespers with the  

 Lamentations at the Tomb  
 of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Thursday August 15 9:00 am 

Divine Liturgy for the Great Feast 
of the Falling-Asleep of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and Her  
Assumption into Heaven. 



In memory of 

Fred Noonan 

Elizabeth and Joseph Ghareeb 

Your Loved Ones and Friends 


